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 Social phenomena rarely occur in isolation, and civil wars are no 
exception. Given that past studies have viewed wars as one dimensional 
phenomena and studied the spillover of war across international 
boundaries only, this study is a first step towards building a conceptual 
framework to analyze violence upsurge in a more dynamic and 
disaggregated setting. Using data on the Maoist insurgency in Nepal, I 
propose a model to conceptualize violence as a spatial-temporal process 
and to estimate the parameters of interest via Maximum Likelihood 
technique. Like the spread of a disease, the spread of war can be broken 
down into two stages. First is the infection stage when initial areas become 
involved in war. The second stage occurs when the extent of violence in 
the affected areas increases. In the model the two stages are allowed to be 
correlated, which allows for unobserved heterogeneity in an area's war 
receptivity to jointly influence the likelihood of war and the intensity of 
violence upon war starting in the area. While other studies find that the 
geographic and socio-economic conditions of a country affect the 
likelihood of an armed uprising, I show that once the spatial nature of war 
is controlled for, these factors are no longer significant. The main 
conclusion is that an area's proximity to another war affected area is the 
most significant determinant factor in that area's likelihood of engaging in 
war, and not the socio-economic conditions as previously thought. 
                                                
11 The term “war disease" was first used by Norman Z. Alcock in his book: “The War 
Disease,” Oakville: CPRI Press, 1972. 
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